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Mail subscription rates: Rates 
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Sunday Only
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Sun Newspapers 
CUSTOMER SERVICE POLICY   
Delivery should be expected prior to 
6:30 a.m. Monday through Saturday 
and 7 a.m. Sunday. Redelivery hours: 
6:30 a.m. to 9 a.m. Monday through 
Saturday and 7 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday. Customer Service hours: 
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Saturday  7 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.; 
and Sunday 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. Call 
Customer Service for our current 
specials. To subscribe or to report any 
problems with your service, please 
call or visit your local office. 

Charlotte: 941-206-1300 
23170 Harborview Road,  
Port Charlotte
Englewood: 941-681-3000
120 W. Dearborn St., Englewood
North Port: 941-429-3000
13487 Tamiami Trail, North Port
DeSoto: 863-494-0300
or toll-free at 877-818-6204
108 S. Polk Avenue, Arcadia

The Charlotte County 
Animal Welfare League and its 
one-time executive director, 
Sharon Thomas, have parted 
ways after 10 years. 

“We were all in a good 
position. It was an amicable 
parting of ways,” said Aggie 
Aguila, operations manager 
at the AWL. Thomas was not 
available for comment. 

Now the nonprofit is search-
ing for its next director.

“We’re putting together a 
profile, somebody with man-
ager experience, somebody 
who loves animals,” board 
member Nanette Leonard said. 
“This is an award-winning 
shelter and the commitment 
that the volunteers have here 
is incredible; they are extraor-
dinary people.” 

Anyone interested in apply-
ing or volunteering at the AWL 
would certainly be joining a 
group of local renown. In fact, 
the Charlotte County Clerk 
of Court’s office admires the 
shelter so much they recently 
raised over $2,000 for it. As a 
part of National Pet Month 
in April, Roger Eaton and his 
team held bake sales, created 
raffle baskets and placed 
pet supply donation bins at 
both of their offices, earning 
$2,530.90 to donate to the 
AWL. 

The money was presented 
at a check ceremony at the 
shelter earlier this month.

“We really wanted to find a 

way to give back to the com-
munity and this was a great 
cause,” said Eaton. “It’s local 
and everybody loves animals!” 

The Clerk of Court’s office 
dedicated many hours and 
manpower throughout April to 
promote their cause.  

“To raise the money, we 
formed a committee and came 
up with ideas like the breakfast 
bake sale. The clerks donated 
everything for the fundraising 
events,” said Criminal Courts 
manager Stacey Minnsohn. 

The committee made 
T-shirts — which they wore 
every casual Friday — and 
fliers for the different events 
to ensure they raised as much 
money as possible for the 
AWL. Eaton also hopes he can 

work with the shelter again 
next year, with an even larger 
check being the goal. 

As an organization that runs 
entirely on donations, the AWL 
met the gesture with many 
thanks, inviting staff and board 
members to the ceremony. 

“I think it’s fantastic, we 
depend on the community 
and local businesses and these 
animals really deserve it,” said 
Aguila. 

The AWL also recently 
took part in the Community 
Foundation of Sarasota’s 
Giving Challenge where they 
raised over $27,000 in just 
24 hours. 

All of the donations the 
AWL receives go straight to 
improving the lives of their 

animals, big or small. Aside 
from daily expenses like food 
and housing for 230 animals, 
many of their furry guests 
come in needing intensive 
care, surgical procedures or 
daily assistance that adds up 
quickly in terms of time and 
money. The team is also there 
for animals in times of natural 
disaster and local emergencies.

During Hurricane Irma, for 
instance, the shelter had to 
evacuate 300 pets and was 
able to successfully foster all 

of them. Some of them even 
turned into “failed fosters,” a 
term the AWL staff uses loving-
ly to refer to animals who were 
ultimately adopted by their 
foster families. 

“It’s a team effort,” said 
Aguila. “Everybody shows up 
and we get the job done.”

For more information on 
how to adopt a furry new fam-
ily member or volunteer with 
the Animal Welfare League, 
visit www.awlshelter.org.  

Email: kgleason@sun-herald.com 

Animal Welfare League searches for new director
By KAYLA GLEASON
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ANIMAL WELFARE 
LEAGUE
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INFO: Adoptions stop at 3:30 p.m.
PHONE: 941-625-6720
WEBSITE: www.awlshelter.org
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Roger Eaton and members of the Clerk of Court’s office present a 
$2,530 check to AWL Operations Manager Aggie Aguila and the board.  

Alberto Vargas, a kennel technician 
at the AWL, sits with Mary, an Amer-
ican Terrier Staffordshire mix. Mary 
came into the shelter with mange 
and was completely emaciated. 
Now, she’s so energetic, she can 
barely sit long enough for a picture!

While the AWL mostly takes in dogs, 
cats, bunnies and guinea pigs, 
they made sure to find a special 
place for their resident pig, who is 
often spoiled with lots of love and 
leftovers. 

At the recent cadet 
meeting of the Civil Air 
Patrol’s Charlotte County 
Composite Squadron, 
Cadet Capt. Samuel 
Greisiger was welcomed 
as the new Cadet 
Commander during the 
Change of Command 
Ceremony. The Change of 
Command is a time-hon-
ored ceremony designed 
to mark the occasion 
when the responsibility of 
command is passed to the 
incoming commander. It 
is one of the most formal 
ceremonies conducted. 

In addition, Greisiger 
earned the prestigious 
Amelia Earhart Award, 
which is given to cadets 
who complete the first 
11 achievements of the 

cadet program, along 
with a promotion to the 
rank of cadet captain. 
Cadets must pass a 
comprehensive exam 
covering aerospace topics 
and leadership theory. 
They must also complete 
staff duty reports, mentor 
other cadets in aerospace 
training, pass a physical 

fitness exam, and lead 
moral leadership discus-
sions. Only 3 percent of 
the 22,000 CAP cadets 
nationwide earn the 
Amelia Earhart Award.

Greisiger is an extreme-
ly focused, goal-oriented 
cadet who continues 
to strive for excellence 
and already has his 
next milestone in sight. 
When asked how he felt 
about this particular 
achievement, he said, “It 
felt really good. I’ve been 

working on it for a long 
time.”

As a junior in high 
school, Greisiger’s goal 
is attending the Naval, 
Air Force or Coast Guard 
Academy, with focus on 
engineering and aviation. 
He is working on his pri-
vate pilot license and will 
be attending Cadet Officer 
School this summer. 

Charlotte County 
Squadron Commander 
Maj. Gerald Lewis pre-
sented the award.

In addition to the 
Change of Command 
Ceremony, there were sev-
eral other distinguished 
promotions, including C/
SMSgt Autumn Rhodes, 
C/TSgt Elizabeth Gregory, 
C/Lt Col Mikehla Hicks 
and C/1st Lt Cooper 
Whitten (both former 
Cadet Commanders).

While there are many 
youth-oriented programs 
in America today, CAP’s 
cadet program is unique 
in that it uses aviation as 

a cornerstone. All cadets 
participate in a variety of 
activities, gain rank and 
increased recognition 
through the program. 
They are challenged 
in ways they may not 
have otherwise had the 
opportunity. Cadets may 
train and participate 
in SAR (Search and 
Rescue) missions, enjoy 
orientation flights and 
attend encampments, 
all designed to develop 
leadership qualities in our 
youth with an inspiring 
vision of the future.

Congratulations to all!
CAP is the Congressional 

Gold Medal winning 
Auxiliary of the U.S. Air 
Force, celebrating its 77th 
year of serving America. 
Tax deductible donations 
may be sent to Charlotte 
Squadron, 28000 A-21 
Airport Road, Punta 
Gorda, FL 33982-2452. 
2nd Lt. Donna Jablonski 
is Assistant Public Affairs 
Officer for CAP FL-051. 

Civil Air Patrol holds Change of Command ceremony
By LT. DONNA JABLONSKI

CIVIL AIR PATROL
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The Civil Air Patrol’s Change of Command ceremony included, from 
left, new Cadet Commander C/Capt Samuel Greisiger, Squadron 
Commander Maj Gerald Lewis, former Cadet Commander C/1st Lt 
Cooper Whitten, and C/SMSgt Autumn Rhodes as flag bearer.

The Civil Air Patrol promoted several cadets at its recent ceremony, including C/Capt Samuel Greisiger, 
C/SMSgt Autumn Rhodes, C/TSgt Elizabeth Gregory, C/Lt Col Mikehla Hicks and C/1st Lt Cooper Whitten.

The Charlotte County Composite Squadron of the Civil Air 
Patrol had three cadets attend Florida Leadership Academy in 
March, C/2d Lt Justin McDonald, C/SSgt Ellie Gregory and C/MSgt 
Autumn Rhodes, McDonald completed the Cadet Command 
Course. Gregory completed Non-Commissioned Officer Academy. 
Rhodes completed Senior NCOA.

NORTH PORT — 
Surterra Wellness founder 
Jake Bergmann will ad-
dress Congress in regards 
to U.S. Rep. Matt Gaetz’s 
bill, the Medical Cannabis 
Research Act. 

Gaetz represents 
Florida’s 1st District, 
which covers the 

panhandle from Pensacola 
to Miramar Beach, and 
introduced the bill which 
would direct the Food 
and Drug Administration 
to make marijuana a 
Schedule III drug of the 
controlled substance act. 

Currently marijuana is a 
Schedule I drug, like LSD 
and heroin; as a Schedule 
III drug, it would be the 
same as steroids. 

In addition to making 
marijuana a Schedule III 
drug, it would also allow 
for Veterans Affair doctors 
to recommend medical 
marijuana. 

Henry Creque, who 

oversees the Surterra 
Wellness dispensary in 
North Port, feels Surterra’s 
support aligns with the 
company’s beliefs. Creque 
said it will remove bar-
riers from acquiring the 
medication. 

In North Port, the 
clientele is older, and 
removing any red tape will 
be helpful to the patients 
who come to Surterra. 

“It will help them 
have immediate access,” 
Creque said. 

Creque said there is a 
sense of gratification that 
Surterra is making the 
strides to help patients. As 

for the VA gag order being 
removed, Creque called it 
groundbreaking. 

“I believe the removed 
gag order will be helpful 
because they don’t want 
to be on medications,” 
Creque said. 

Creque says that as a 
vet himself, would love to 
be able to go the VA and 
get a recommendation 
for the use of medical 
marijuana. While Creque 
celebrated Surterra’s 
strides, Patrick Deluca 
of the Compassionate 
Cannabis Clinic in Venice 
felt that the bill is a step 
backwards. 

“If it’s rescheduled, it 
will be taken over by big 
pharma,” Deluca said. 

He said it would take 
marijuana from being 
a natural product to 
something laced with 
chemicals. 

Deluca said desched-
uling marijuana is the 
only way to help patients 
who are benefiting from 
medical marijuana. He 
said if it happened in 15 to 
20 years, the bill would 
pass. 

“(It) doesn’t have any 
legs whatsoever,” Deluca 
said. 

Deluca added this was 

just another way to try 
and block the growth of 
the medical marijuana 
industry. Since Deluca 
started the clinic in Venice, 
he’s said the the number of 
patients keeps growing. 

“(It was) 2,000 patients 
when we started to 
108,000,” Deluca said. 

In his own practice, 
85 percent of the patients 
at Deluca’s practice have 
been using fewer drugs 
since they have started 
treatment. 

“It will be harmful for 
patients if this passes,” 
Deluca said. 

Email: aherrera@sun-herald.com

Surterra in support of Medical Cannabis Research Act 
By ALEXANDRA HERRERA 

STAFF WRITER 
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