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COMMENTARY

COMMENTARY

OBITUARIES
There were no  

obituaries Sunday.

Memorials in the Sun
Honor your passed
loved ones anytime
with a personalized
memorial tribute.
Call (941) 206-1028 for rates.

As Veterans Day was 
celebrated last week, I was 
fortunate enough to attend the 
Veterans Day

Ceremony at the William R. 
Gaines Jr. Veterans Memorial 
Park. To say how inspiring it 
was, would not even scratch 
the surface for the first-hand 
appreciation and gratitude 
and hearing the heartfelt 
stories from those who have 
served and speaking randomly 
with many in attendance. At 
times our given freedoms are 
often taken for granted, but 
due to the men and women 
who have served and continue 
to serve in the armed forces, 
reminds us of  the herculean 
commitment and sacrifice 
that is made on a daily basis. 
Which gives us the opportu-
nity to live our lives in peace, 
being able to help others and 
strive to make our community 
we live, work and play in 
the best place it can be. Our 
veterans as well as our first

responders deserve our 
ultimate respect and grateful-
ness, as they put their lives on 
the line daily for us.

Did you know that there 
are over 25,000 veterans living 

Charlotte County? There is a 
wide range of  veteran services 
available locally. There is 
24-hour counseling service for 
the National Veteran Crisis 
Hotline at 800-273-8255, Florida 
Veterans Support Line at 
844-693-5838, Port Charlotte 
VA Outpatient Clinic located 
at 4161 Tamiami Trail, Port 
Charlotte – 941-235-2710 or to 
find a Veteran Service Officer 
that will assist in properly 
completing claims and avoid-
ing unnecessary delays by 
calling 941-764-5579.

#OurFutureIsNow
#honoringourveterans
#honoringourfirstresponders
#OneCommunity

CHARLOTTE COUNTY CHAMBER 
ACTIVITIES

Toys for Tots. Our Chamber 
office located at 2702 Tamiami 
Trail, Port Charlotte is a drop 
off collection site for new 
unwrapped toys for the youth 
in our community who are in 
need. Please feel free to swing 
by to drop off the toys. Toys will 
be collected up to Thursday, 
Dec. 9. There is no better way 
to put a smile on a child’s face 
during Christmas time than 
receiving a brand new toy.

Third Wednesday Coffee. 
Wednesday, Nov. 17 will be at 
the Charlotte Harbor Event & 
Conference Center. Please make 
a note, as we have adjusted our 
time. The event will be from 
8–9 a.m. The coffee sponsor is 
AAA Auto Club Group and our 
nonprofit speaker will be Gator 
Wilderness Camp School. As a 
new feature to our program for 
November, we have invited all 
our new members from the past 
three months to set up a table 
to showcase their products and 
services to all the attendees. 
This will be a great opportunity 
to get better acquainted with 
our new members. Immediately 

following our Third Wednesday 
Coffee, we’ll have a ribbon 
cutting for The Punta Gorgeous 
Store.

Ribbon cutting, Thursday, 
Nov. 18 for Perfectly Polished 
Nail Boutique located at 121 E. 
Marion Ave., Suite 111, Punta 
Gorda. The ribbon cutting will 
take place at 5:30 p.m. Please 
plan on attending to help 
celebrate their 4th anniversary.

Blood drive, Tuesday, Nov.23 at 
the Charlotte County Chamber 
of  Commerce located at 2702

Tamiami Trail, Port 
Charlotte – Sun Coast Blood 
Center will be on site from 
10 a.m.–3 p.m.

OTHER SPECIAL EVENTS
43rd Annual Charlotte County 

Christmas Parade (Toys, Trains 
& Candy Canes). On Saturday, 
Dec. 11, thousands of  residents 
and visitors will line the 
streets with excitement to see 
all the floats, trucks, cars, fire 
trucks, marching bands and 
of  course, Santa himself. If  
you would like the opportunity 
to promote and market your 
business in a holiday and 
fun way, visit our website at 

charlottecountychamber.org to 
complete your entry form or 
call the chamber office with any 
question at 941-627-2222.

11th Annual “Hottest Business 
Day in Paradise” Business Expo: 
Thursday, Feb. 3, 2022 at the 
Charlotte Harbor Event & 
Conference Center. The Expo is 
from 10 a.m.–3 p.m. and is free 
and open to the public. There 
will be over 100 local businesses 
showcasing and marketing 
their products and services. 
Traditionally, there will be 
between 1,000-1,200 attendees 
whose attention you will 
capture. To be in front of  that 
many people in just a matter 
of  five hours, would be an 
excellent opportunity for lead 
generation, sales or making 
those great business-to-busi-
ness connections. If  you are a 
chamber member and would 
like to participate as an exhib-
itor and/or expo sponsor, visit 
our website at charlottecounty-
chamber.org or feel free contact 
our chamber office for all the 
details.

Bob White is executive director 
of  the Charlotte County 
Chamber of  Commerce.

Honoring our veterans, past and present

BOB WHITE
Charlotte County Chamber

We want to give a 
special thank you to some 
of  our members that 
help make Leadership 
Englewood Happen.

If  it wasn’t for our spon-
sors, the chamber would 
not be able to provide 
all the services offered. 
Leadership Englewood’s 
Non-Profit Day started 
with breakfast sponsored 
by Wampler Varner 
Insurance Group and 
ended with a Reception 
sponsored by Susie 
Porter, Realtor at 

Paradise Exclusive Real 
Estate.

Lunch was sponsored 
by Karen Current with 
Centennial Mortgage. 
We also want to thank 

Brian Faro, co-owner and 
Realtor Janet Shawen, 
who are both with 
Paradise Exclusive Real 
Estate and were our bus 
sponsors.

Thank you to all who 
helped make the day 
successful!

BOOZE WAGON RAFFLE
We have a little red 

wagon in our office filled 
with 25 bottles of  great 
brands of  liquor. A limit-
ed number of  tickets will 
be sold. Get yours online 
at EnglewoodChamber.
com or visit the chamber 
in person at 601 S. Indiana 
Ave. Tickets are only $20. 
The winner will be drawn 
live on Facebook at 2 p.m. 
Dec. 17.

BUSINESS@NOON
Our monthly 

Business@Noon will be 
held at noon Nov. 17. 
Landy’s Restaurant will 

be hosting us at 1400 Aqua 
View Lane. Attendees 
will have a choice of  
four menu items: Caesar 
Chicken salad Croissant 
(natural chicken breast 
with celery and caesar 
mayonnaise, crisp ro-
maine lettuce and shaved 
Parmesan); Dynamite 
Shrimp Wrap (crispy fried 
shrimp in our tangy dyna-
mite sauce, with fresh 
romaine and tomato, 
served with seasoned 
French fries); Tomato 
Basil Pie (fresh mozzarel-
la, vine ripe tomato, basil 
and pine nut pesto layered 
over fresh baked butter 
crust pastry and topped 
with Parmesan and 
served with olive salad; 
or Grilled Vegetable 
Salad — this can be made 
vegan — (fresh grilled 
seasonal vegetables over 
pearl couscous salad with 
a light balsamic glaze).

Come on out to support 
a local restaurant, make 

new connections and 
have a fun lunch. Be sure 
to bring business cards. 
Each attendee will have 
the opportunity to talk 
about their business in 
front of  approximately 50 
individuals. These lunch-
es sell out fast, so register 
at EnglewoodChamber.
com now.

SUPER MIXER
Join the Englewood & 

Boca Grande Chambers as 
we team up to host a su-
per mixer. The event will 
be held from 5-7 p.m. Nov. 
18 in the courtyard at 741 
Park Ave., Boca Grande. 
The event is free, however, 
registration is required. 
You can register online at 
englewoodchamber.com. 
There will be food, drinks 
and live music by Marty 
Moss. Bring a door prize 
for your chance to win an 
ad on our digital billboard 
in front of  the Englewood 
Chamber.

MILESTONE MEMBERS
Every Friday, we 

recognize our longest 
standing members. These 
Milestone Members 
have shown the chamber 
support through their 
continuous membership 
for many years. Last 
week’s Milestone Member 
was Italiano Insurance 
Services, 441 Palm Ave., 
Boca Grande. They 
have been members 
of  the Chamber for 30 
consecutive years. Find 
more information at 
ItalianoInsurance.com.

Kim Parks is membership 
coordinator for the Engle-
wood Florida Chamber of  
Commerce, 601 S. Indiana 
Ave. Contact her at kim.
parks@englewood   
chamber.com or 941-474-
5511.

Englewood Chamber members support Leadership Englewood

KIM PARKS
Englewood Chamber

STAFF REPORT

Charlotte County Clerk of  
the Circuit Court Roger Eaton 
and his staff have raised nearly 
$5,000 to help local causes.

The Center for Abuse and 
Rape Emergencies Center 
received $2,311.97 in honor of  
October’s Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month, and $2,311.97 
was donated to the Virginia B. 
Andes Volunteer Community 
Clinic’s Mammogram Program 
in honor of  Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month.

In a statement, Eaton 
thanked “all who stepped up 
and helped us exceed our goals. 
What a great success.”

The clerk’s office staff raised 
funds throughout October with 
multiple fundraising activities 
which involved candy bars, 
pink and purple ribbons, raffle 
tickets for gift baskets, and 
a Quarter Auction at Beef  
O’Brady’s in Punta Gorda.

Eaton presented the dona-
tions at a Charlotte County 
Justice Center ceremony on 
Nov. 5.

Charlotte clerk’s office raises nearly $5K

PHOTO PROVIDED

Karen Amador (left), Virginia B. Andes Clinic Director of Donor Development, and Alyson Burch, C.A.R.E. board member, with 
Roger Eaton, clerk of the Circuit Court whose office held fundraisers in October to give the organizations over $2,300 each.

Money goes to 
local causes

JAMES W. MALLONEE, P.A.
LAW OFFICE

JAMES W. MALLONEE
PROBATE               WILLS/TRUSTS
GUARDIANSHIPS   REAL ESTATE
Offi ce Hours – Monday thru Friday, 9:00AM to 5:00PM

946 Tamiami Trail, #206, Port Charlotte, FL 33953
871 Venetia Bay Blvd. Suite #225, Venice, FL 34285

(941) 207-2223
www.jameswmallonee.com

(941) 206-2223
adno=3818849-1

Eric Johnson 
L.F.D.

Micah Botts 
L.F.D.

Carolyn Johnson 
U.S.M.C.

941-833-0600
www.JohnsonTaylorFuneral.com

1515 Tamiami Trail, Punta Gorda

Celebrating the Uniqueness of Life 
with Personalized Services

• Pre-Arrangement Services

• Offering Cremation & Traditional Burial Services

• Northern Burials

• Veteran Services
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