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By ANNE EASKER
STAFF WRITER

Jurors summoned to 
the Charlotte County 
courthouse Wednesday 
didn’t get called to the 
courtroom, but they did 
get coffee, doughnuts, 
and a certificate from the 
Clerk of Court to cele-
brate Juror Appreciation 
Week.

“The bad news is 
we dragged you in for 
nothing,” Judge George 
Richards told the jurors, 
explaining the defendant 
had taken a plea agree-
ment just before the case 
would have gone to trial. 
“The good news is you 
don’t have to spend a few 
days with me.”

As the 29 potential 
jurors checked in 
Wednesday morning, 
Clerk of Clerk Roger 
Eaton thanked them for 
performing for their civic 
duty and discussed the 
technology updates he’s 
made since taking office, 
allowing jurors to check 

in online, so when they 
arrive they only have to 
scan a code in one of the 
two juror kiosks.

“What used to take an 
hour to check everybody 
in only took a few min-
utes,” he said. “Because 
again, we value your 
time.”

Eaton said Charlotte 
County typically has a 
much higher jury turnout 
than other counties, 
typically around 50 to 
60 percent.

Judge Richards men-
tioned to the jurors in 
another county he was 
aware of, they sent out 
300 summonses and only 
eight people showed up.

“You can’t pick a jury 
from eight people,” he 
said. “Somebody asked 
me, why can’t we have 
professional jurors? I’m 
going to ask you. The 
state of Florida is the 
people that bring the 
charges against you. The 
state of Florida is the 
entity that’s seeking to 
convict you. And now the 

state of Florida’s paying 
those jurors? Who wants 
to be tried under those 
circumstances? Anybody? 
Because I don’t. That’s 
why we’ve got to have fair 
and impartial jurors that 
have no investment in the 
case. Without people like 
yourselves, the system 
would not work.”

Richards stated while 
the jury system isn’t 
perfect, it’s as close as you 
can get to being perfect. 
In most other countries, 
people are presumed 
guilty until proven 
innocent.

“Nowhere else can you 

get a fair trial,” he said.
The jurors were excused 

shortly after 9 a.m., and 
seemed to agree it was an 
easy, painless process.

“I didn’t quite know 
what to expect, but it went 
so quickly,” said Susan 
Keefer. “It was worth it in 
the end.”

Veteran Zannie Morrison 
was also pleased with the 
experience and said he’d 
been looking forward to 
serving as a juror, since he 
never has before.

“I feel like it’s my duty, 
just like serving in the 
Navy,” he said.
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Clerk of Court celebrates Juror Appreciation Week
Jurors thanked for civic duty with coffee, doughnuts, and certificates
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Zannie Morrison and Susan Keefer received certificates for Juror 
Appreciation Week Wednesday. They were dismissed after the 
defendant took a plea deal instead of facing trial.

By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — 
Marilyn Schnars moved 
from the Philippines 
to the United States in 
2002.

“Translating was 
hard,” she said. “I got 
homesick.”

But eventually, 
after moving back to 
the Philippines and 

returning to the U.S. 
with her husband, she 
found over 200 other 
people with her same 
heritage, making the 
homesickness subside.

She joined the 
Filipino-American 
Society of Charlotte 
County, which held 
their annual potluck 
picnic Saturday in 
Gilchrist Park in Punta 
Gorda.

Here they celebrated 
Flores de Mayo, a 
religious holiday in the 
Philippines. They had 
plenty of authentic 
dishes, dancing and 
conversations to 
celebrate.

Less than 400 people 
are Filipino in Charlotte 
County, according 
to the most recent 
demographic U.S 
Census data from 2017.

“You don’t have to be 
Filipino to join,” said 
the society’s president, 
Carolyn Otakan. “We’re 
very hospitable.”

To contact or join 
the Filipino-American 
Society of Charlotte 
County, visit their 
Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/
filamsociety/.
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Coming together
Filipino-American Society celebrates diversity Saturday
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Liz Rogers (right) sang “Lupang Hinirang,” the national anthem 
of the Philippines. Though the country consists of over 7,600 
islands and 186 different languages, they all came together 
under this one song to celebrate their country’s heritage.
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Westchester Gold & Diamonds, Serving Charlotte County Over 37 Years
Looking for the best place to buy 
and sell your coins, gold & silver 
bullion, diamonds, Rolex watches 
and fi ne jewelry? See Westchester 
Gold & Diamonds fi rst, you won’t 
be disappointed! Located in Baer’s 
Plaza at 4200-F Tamiami Trail, Port 
Charlotte, they carry an eclectic 
blend of new and old items.  Visit 
their shop to purchase not only 
unique custom and new pieces, but 

pre-loved and estate jewelry as well. 
They specialize in pre-loved Rolex 
watches, new and estate jewelry 
pieces, oriental rugs, unusual gifts, 
paintings, rare collectibles, and more, 
for over 41 years. Owner, Steve Duke, 
is on site to assist you with jewelry, 
diamond or gold & silver bullion 
purchases and appraisals, or the sale 
of your gold and other valuables. He 
offers unsurpassed quality, variety 

and great pricing when buying 
or selling. Westchester Gold sells 
predominantly jewelry but antiques 
also line the shelves and decorate 
their corners. You can call for home 
or bank appointments or just stop 
by the store. Their phone number 
is 941-625-0666 or visit www.
westchestergold.com to browse 
items online. Westchester Gold and 
Diamond is the place for you.

Westchester Gold & Diamonds, 
4200-F Tamiami Trail, 

Port Charlotte, 
call 941-625-0666

Absolute Blinds Has A Window Treatment For You
Absolute Blinds is a family-owned 
and operated business running 
continually for three generations 
in Charlotte County since 2000. 
Absolute Blinds is one of the largest 
and most successful licensed 
window treatment companies in 
Southwest Florida. With honest 
pricing, vertical blinds made while 
you wait, free consultation from a 

professional decorator, and the best 
selection available, Absolute Blinds 
can fulfi ll all your window treatment 
needs. An array of verticals, wood 
plantation shutters, horizontals, 
mini-blinds, pleated shades, top 
treatments, cornices, draperies, 
Flair 21’s ADO wraps and more 
are among its offerings. We offer 
remote control options. Absolute 

Blinds is a Graber dealer. If you need 
window coverings for home or offi ce, 
Absolute Blinds is there to assist you 
with free estimates. The store is at 
2842 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte. 
Past and present customers can like 
Absolute Blinds’ Facebook page. 
For more information, visit www.
absoluteblinds.com or call 
941-627-5444.

Absolute Blinds 
2842 Tamiami Trail, 

Port Charlotte
call 941-627-5444

Count on the Best Service at Dr. D’s Auto Repair
Call Dr. D’s Auto Repair for all your 
auto repairs. Owner, Mike True, 
and his staff are all ASE certifi ed 
and they offer the fi nest full service 
repair in this area. Dr. D’s repairs all 
types of vehicles including motor 
homes and four wheelers.  At Dr. D’s 
you can count on the best service, 

diagnostics, repairs, replacement 
parts, etc. Only superior quality 
replacement parts are used and 
rates are very reasonable. With the 
computerized engine analysis, you 
can be assured that the service 
required on your vehicle is necessary. 
True is well known as an excellent 

auto mechanic and the business 
enjoys an excellent reputation.  Dr. 
D’s is located at 23415 Janice Avenue 
in the Whidden Industrial Park in 
Charlotte Harbor and the phone 
number is 941-743-3677. For the 
best service at a reasonable price, 
call or stop by Dr. D’s Auto Repair.

Dr. D’s Auto Repair, 
23415 Janice Avenue in the 
Whidden Industrial Park in 

Charlotte Harbor
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For Reliable Service - Count on A-C Services Inc.
Since 2007 A-C Services Inc. has built 
a solid reputation as Port Charlotte’s 
most reliable service team. A complete 
HVAC company specializing in a/c 
replacements and service they have 
completed hundreds of installs 
throughout Charlotte, Sarasota and 
Desoto counties. Owner/operator 
and 30 year Charlotte County resident 
John Damon claims “If your house 

is becoming humid – you should be 
coming to us”. They offer quality RUUD 
products and feature “variable” speed air 
handlers that remove more water than 
conventional systems, allowing your 
home to feel dry and more comfortable. 
If you need to replace an a/c system, 
a service call, or routine maintenance, 
A-C Services has you covered. Partnered 
with RUUD, all their systems come with 

a 10 year manufacturer warranty and 2 
years of service after the sale. You can 
always put your trust in A-C Services 
Inc. the unmatched service, competitive 
prices, and overall value are why their 
loyal customers won’t go anywhere else. 
You can visit them at www.a-cservices.
com or at www.facebook/acservicesinc.
To schedule an appointment, call or text 
them at 941-380-0973 - anytime.

A-C Services Inc.
Port Charlotte

call 941-380-0973
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