
Charlotte Sun - 07/19/2019 Copy Reduced to 66% from original to fit letter page  Page : D01 

9

FRIDAY, JULY 19, 2019 |  YOURSUN.COM  |   SECTION D 

2
BORA BORA
If  you and your sweet-
heart want to splash out, a 
honeymoon to Bora Bora 
is a great pick. Jagged 

Mount Otemanu, rising about 2,400 
feet above the sea, is the dra-
matic centerpiece of  this French 
Polynesian island. The dormant 
volcano fans out to lush jungle 
and is ringed by a lagoon that’s 
home to stingrays and colorful 
fi sh. Overwater bungalows, many 
with private plunge pools, are the 
favored accommodations on the 
island. A meal at Bloody Mary’s, 
an island institution, is a must. 
Fun fact: Famous lovebirds Goldie 
Hawn and Kurt Russell have eaten 
there more than once.
Our romantic Bora Bora hotel pick:
InterContinental Bora Bora Resort 
& Thalasso Spa

3
BERMUDA
Located 700 miles off  the 
coast of  North Carolina 
in the Atlantic, Bermuda 
is famed for its pink-sand 

beaches. Visitors here like to 
golf  and have a proper afternoon 
tea — the latter owing to the fact 
it’s a British territory. If  strolling 
around fl ower-lined lanes, ad-
miring historic architecture, and 
riding around on a moped built 
for two (there are no rental cars 
here) sounds like your idea of  a 
fun vacation, then Bermuda might 
be your honeymoon spot. Astwood 
Cove is a small, pretty and se-
cluded beach that’s surrounded 
by cliff s. In the evening, head to 
Waterlot restaurant for a blueber-
ry bourbon smash.
Our Bermuda hotel pick: Cambridge 
Beaches

MICHAEL VIRTANEN/AP

This photo shows a view of Oia village on the island of Santorini, Greece. Santorini off ers seaside 
tavernas, cliff side paths, black volcanic rocks and of course, sunshine and the Aegean.

JENNIFER MCDERMOTT/AP 

This photo shows a view of the beach, lagoon and bungalows at Le 
Meridien resort in Bora Bora. Bora Bora off ers celebrity-style seclu-
sion and has been a vacation destination for the likes of Justin Bieber, 
Jennifer Aniston and Usain Bolt.

G
etting married at the beach or an 
alpaca farm? So yesterday.

Wawa gas stations and convenience 
stores are popular places to exchange 

nuptuals. A Maryland couple held their 
wedding at one in 2008 and a Philadelphia 
couple exchanged vows at one in March of  
this year.

More and more of  today’s couples are 
seeking out venues that express their 
uniqueness.

In Florida, all you need to plan a one-of-
a-kind wedding are an ordained minister, 
Florida notary public, Clerk of  Circuit Court 
or deputy and a marriage license issued by a 
Florida county clerk.

1 WEDDING 
TOASTS ON TAP
If  your favorite pub is 

special to you, you can 
reserve a table for your 
guests and get hitched 
during happy hour. 
This correspondent and 
her husband gathered 
with friends at Port 
Charlotte’s Chubbyz 
AUCE Fish Fry one 
Friday night and were 
married by a notary who 
also happened to have 
sold them a home.

Tommy Villani hosted 
a wedding at Venice’s Off  
The Wagon Brewery & 
Kitchen last spring.

“We did the ceremony 
in the brewery, with 
cocktails, and the recep-
tion in the dining room,” 
he said.

This happy couple can 
forever after tell each 
other, “Tanks for the 
memories.”

2 BOOK A 
BOOKSTORE

Abigail and Deondré 
Lucas courted online 
through sharing 
their own poetry, and 
dreamed of  a book-
shop setting for their 
wedding.

After an online search 
all the way from San 
Francisco, they booked 
Punta Gorda’s Sandman 
Book Company and its 
famous recycled-book 
arch, where they were 
wed in December.

The local independent 
bookstore is currently 
scheduling a future 
wedding for a bookseller 
from Sarasota.

5 quirky spots 
to tie the knot

honeymoon 
islands

By CHRISTINA VERCELLETTO
OYSTER.COM

I
f  you’re trying to decide 
where to go for your 
post-wedding escape, a 
sun-splashed island can 
be a solid choice. But 

which one to choose?
The ideal island for your 

newlywed getaway depends 
on your budget and how much 
time you have. But whether 
you’re simply looking for sand 
and scenery close to home, or 
seeking adventure on distant 
shores, we’ve got you covered 
with this list of  the best 
islands for honeymoons.

1
ARUBA
This petite island just off  the 
coast of  Venezuela has plen-
ty to off er day and night. 
The alabaster sands and 

baby-blue waters of  Palm Beach 
create the perfect honeymoon 
setting, or you can head to Arashi 
Beach for a bit more privacy and 
stellar snorkeling. Couples can go 
horseback riding, while soaking 
up the unique desert-meets-the-
sea landscape, at Rancho La 
Ponderosa. Excellent dining also 
is easy to fi nd. At Atardi, you can 
enjoy dinner while feeling the sand 
between your toes. Aruba sees the 
most sunny days per year of  any 
Caribbean island. Plus, its location 
puts it south of  the hurricane belt.
Our romantic Aruba hotel pick: Bucuti 
& Tara Beach Resort

These are some of the best getaways for newlyweds

SUE WADE
The Scene

More brewery 
weddings
Here are just a few 

of the other local 

brewers who’d be 

happy to tap that 

bubbly toast at your 

reception or wedding:

Alligator Bay 
Distillers, Punta 

Gorda, 941-347-8419

Fat Point Brewing, 
Punta Gorda, 941-347-

7208

Millennial Brewing 
Company, Fort Myers, 

239-271-2255

Peace River Beer 
Company, Punta 

Gorda, 941-655-8352

Point Ybel Brewing 
Company, Fort Myers, 

239-603-6535

SUN PHOTO BY SUE WADE

Abigail (pictured) and 
Deondré Lucas were 
the second couple 
to be wed under the 
arch at Sandman Book 
Company in Punta 
Gorda. 

SEE ISLANDS, 6D

SEE WEDDINGS,6D
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YOUR  CHOICE  JUST GOT BETTER!
ELECTRICAL  PLUMBINGAIR CONDITIONING SERVICE CALLS†

$19SERVICE CALLS†

NO GIMMICKS!

AIA ENERGY EFFICIENT HOME IMPROVEMENT 
FUNDING OPTIONS!AAAAAASSSSSSKKKKKK UUUUUUSSSSSS AAAAAABBBBBBOOOOOOUUUUUUTTTTTT OOOOOOUUUUUURRRRRR......

VALID THROUGH APRIL 30, 2019

Coupon must be presented and discounted at the point of 
sales transaction. All sales are final and no other offers can be 

combined. Rebates, credits & financing vary by model. 

A NEW A/C UNIT
VALID THROUGH APRIL 30, 2019

$1,299 OFFUP 
TO

Coupon must be presented and discounted applied the point 
of sales transaction. All sales are final and no other offers can 
be combined. New customers only please. No breakdown this 
season. Must be able to start unit. Normal business hours only.

A/C 
TUNE-UP

$119 
VALUE$47

XXX-XXX-XXXX
#EC130005154   #CAC1816868    #CFC1429496

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE         NO OVERTIME CHARGES!

HHHHOOOOMMMMEEEE SSSSEEEERRRRVVVVIIIICCCCEEEESSSS

 AWARD-WINNING SERVICE

 TRUSTWORTHY, CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS 

 FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1980

 WE MAKE YOUR SERVICE VISIT EASY!

†$19 Service calls apply to standard service calls only-during normal business hours. Does not apply after hours or emergencies.
Coupons must be presented and discounted applied the point of sales transaction. All sales are final and no other offers can be combined. 

C
of
be
se

 AWARD-WINNING SERVICE

 TRUSTWORTHY, CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS 

 FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1980

 WE MAKE YOUR SERVICE VISIT EASY!

HHHHOOOOMMMMEEEE SSSSEEEERRRRVVVVIIIICCCCEEEESSSS 941-777-4589
Punta Gorda

Port Charlotte
North Port
Englewood

Venice
Sarasota

Bradenton
Naples

Ft. Myers
Bonita Springs

VALID THROUGH JULY 31, 2019 VALID THROUGH JULY 31, 2019

Copyright (c)2019 Sun Coast Media Group, Edition 07/19/2019
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3 TACO BELLS  
ARE RINGING

If  you care to mix gambling and 
gorditas with your garter, Taco Bell’s 
there to help, in its two-year-old Cantina 
on the Las Vegas Strip.

For a mere $600, “Couples can come 
right in and order a wedding off of  our 
menu,” chief  marketing officer Marisa 
Thalberg said in a 2017 statement.

The blowout wedding package for 
each saucy couple and up to 25 guests 
includes a fully officiated ceremony, 
“Just Married” T-shirts, a Taco Bell bow 
tie and garter, Taco Bell champagne 
flutes, a Cinnabon Delights wedding 
cake and a borrowed wedding bouquet 
made of  sauce packets.

The wedding dinner is a Taco 12-Pack.

4 COUNTY HAS AN  
APP FOR THAT

The local courthouse might be a tra-
ditional, if  unromantic, place to be wed, 
but Charlotte County recently made it a 
state-of-the-art experience.

In 2017, the Charlotte County Clerk of  
Courts office introduced a new Marriage 
Scheduling app for iPhone and Android.

With its online marriage-scheduling 
system, couples can apply for a mar-
riage license and schedule a block of  
time for their ceremony to be held in 
a newly designed marriage room in 
Punta Gorda’s Charlotte County Justice 
Center.

“Since instituting this system, more 
than 200 couples have married in our 
office,” said the county department.

5 A GARDEN  
GALA

The most unusual request that Port 
Charlotte wedding planner Amanda 
Crews, of  Amanda Lee Events, ever 
received was for a wedding at a garden 
shop.

In March 2020, Becky Copenhaver will 
host a wedding for over 150 people in 
the back garden of  her Becky’s Garden 
Shoppe in Punta Gorda, with a recep-
tion overlooking the Powell’s Nursery 
pond.

“They wanted to do something a little 
more bohemian,” said Copenhaver. “So 
they started looking at farm and barn 
weddings. What people were asking for 
those venues was just incredible. But 
because I know the family, and this is 
my first foray into this size thing, I just 
needed to get my feet wet.”

4 SANTORINI
White-washed homes dotting 
the hillside, ancient vineyards, 
a tangerine-tinted sunset over 
the sapphire-colored Aegean 

Sea and fresh seafood for days — sounds 
amazing, right? Santorini consists of  
two inhabited islands and a handful 
of  islets, the site of  a massive volcano 
eruption. You can tour Akrotiri, the ex-
cavation site of  a 3,500-year-old Minoan 
town covered in ash (much like bet-
ter-known Pompeii). Santorini’s fasci-
nating geological history is to thank for 
its otherworldly beaches of  red volcanic 
sand and black lava pebbles. The village 
of  Oia, full of  quaint tavernas and 
family-run shops, is the perfect place to 
stroll for an afternoon.
Our romantic Santorini hotel pick: Lilium 
Villas Santorini

5 MAUI
With spectacular scenery, 
top-notch restaurants, oppor-
tunities to spot whales and sea 
turtles and luxury resorts, Maui 

is arguably the best Hawaiian island 
for honeymooners. Plus, it’s noticeably 
less crowded than Oahu. Snorkeling in 
Molokini (a crescent-shaped volcanic 
crater) and Kapalua Bay is exceptional. 
Driving the famous Road to Hana, lined 
with waterfalls, black-sand beaches, 
and rainbow eucalyptus trees, is full 
of  surprises. Get up before to see the 
sunrise at Haleakala National Park (it’s 
worth it). Mama’s Fish House is one of  
the more popular romantic dinner spots.
Our romantic Maui hotel pick: Andaz Maui 
At Wailea

6 ST. LUCIA
St. Lucia boasts both beautiful 
mountains and stunning beach-
es. Lounging on Sugar Beach 
and kicking back on a sunset 

cruise will prove irresistible, but you’ll 
also find plenty of  active pursuits. A day 
spent hiking the Pitons (St. Lucia’s sig-
nature volcanic spires) and dunking in 
the nearby mud baths is worth the trip 
alone. Zip-lining over the dense rain-
forest at Treetop Adventure Park,and a 

romantic walk around Morne Coubaril 
Estate, an 18th-century plantation, will 
also keep couples occupied.
Our romantic St. Lucia hotel pick: Anse 
Chastanet Resort

7 JAMAICA
For a laid-back (and fairly 
affordable) beach honeymoon, 
check out the Caribbean island 
nation of  Jamaica. Great all-in-

clusive resorts abound here, including 
several with a lovey-dovey vibe, such as 
the Sandals and Couples properties. If  
you do feel like getting off your lounger, 
day trips to Dunn’s River Falls, Dolphin 
Cove, and Ochos Rios can be easily 
arranged. An outing to Rick’s Cafe in 
Negril is worth considering, too; the 
cliff diving and sunset you take in over 
dinner are seriously memorable.
Our romantic Jamaica hotel pick: Couples 
Swept Away

8 BALI
New spouses dreaming of  an 
exotic honeymoon might land 
on Bali, a relaxing, romantic 
island in the Indian Ocean. 

Staggered pagodas and grand temples, 
like the water temple Pura Ulun Danu 
Bratan, dot the landscape. Exotic 
bird-watching tours, snorkeling excur-
sions to coral reefs and dolphin swims 
are popular activities here. Kuta, one 
of  Indonesia’s more bustling tourist 
destinations, is the place to head for 
after-dark fun.
Our romantic Bali hotel pick: Bulgari Resort 
Bali

9 MALDIVES
Kick off married life in style 
by jetting off to the Maldives, 
an island nation of  26 atolls 
scattered in the Indian Ocean. 

A honeymoon to the Maldives doesn’t 
come cheap or easy (there are no direct 
flights from the U.S.), but if  you have 
the money and vacation days to spend, 
this destination will not disappoint. 
Scuba diving opportunities are stellar, 
especially at the shark-filled Fish Head 
and the Victory shipwreck. Exquisite 
seafood, unsurprisingly, figures promi-
nently on menus.
Our romantic Maldives hotel pick: Taj 
Exotica Resort & Spa

WEDDINGS
FROM PAGE 1D

PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE CLERK OF COURT 

The Charlotte County Justice Center 
offers a newly renovated ceremony 
room for couples to get married at the 
courthouse.

ISLANDS
FROM PAGE 6D

SCOTT SADY/AP

The Pitons, two large peaks that are the cone remnants of long-dormant 
volcanos, are shown on the Caribbean island of St. Lucia. 

SUN Newspapers is seeking an energetic 
Recruitment Multimedia Marketing 
Consultant to join our print and digital 
outside sales team. 

Successful candidates are able to understand 
and eff ectively communicate the value of

 our audience to local businesses as 
a way to help them reach their 

desired goals.

Interested applicants 
should send their resume to

glen.nickerson@yoursun.com

Must be self-motivated, possess excellent 
customer service and communication skills, 
and be excited to seek new sales opportunities. 
Developing strong relationships and mutual trust 
are critical in this role.

Other requirements are a positive attitude, team 
spirit and professional demeanor. Candidates 
must have reliable transportation. Previous 
successful sales experience is preferred.

 The Sun Newspapers is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. No phone calls.

RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:
• Outside sales presentations 

and face-to-face 
consultations with key 
recruitment decision makers

• Ability to work with local 
clients to learn objectives 
and opportunities

• Fearless cold-calling and          
lead generation

• Sale of print and digital   
marketing solutions

• Oversight of client campaigns 
and regular communication 
of performance results

• Meeting and exceeding      
monthly, quarterly and 
annual revenue goals

• Maintaining client database, 
account information, 
scheduling of appointments, 
prospecting calls

• Working across multiple 
divisions collaboratively   
and professionally
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