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By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

This past week brought much 
needed rain to the region.

The south region of  the 
Southwest Florida Water 
Management District, which 
includes Charlotte, DeSoto, 
Hardee, Highlands, Manatee 
and Sarasota counties, has seen 

2.48 inches of  rain so far in the 
month, as of  Friday, bringing 
our region back to a normal 
range of  rainfall.

Just last week, as of  May 22, 
the region had only seen 0.87 
inches of  rain for the month of  
May.

A normal May should have 
between 2.05 and 4.67 inches 
of  rain, with the historical 
average standing at 3.67 inches, 
according to the Southwest 
Florida Water Management 
District.

“We have not had the rainfall 
that we’d normally expect,” 
said Granville Kinsman, a 
hydrologic data manager 

for the Southwest Florida 
Water Management District. 
According to Kinsman, 
Charlotte and DeSoto counties 
have had the lowest rainfall 
totals in the past year, com-
pared to all the other counties 
in the region.

“Hopefully we’ll have a 
normal summer,” he said. 
“It’s going to take a little bit of  
extra rainfall to bring the levels 
back up and restore everything 
where it should be.”

This past week also brought 
the amount of  rain we’ve 
seen so far this year back to 
normal levels, with the region 
having 10.82 inches of  rain from 

January to May. Typically, 
the region sees between 10.02 
inches and 17.57 inches of  rain.

The aquifers, or underground 
layers of  rock and sand that 
hold water, remain at normal 
levels in the 78th percentile, 
16 more than what it was this 
week last year.

“In general our resources are 
still relatively good,” Kinsman 
said, but the previous lack of  
rainfall could have pushed 
our water supply as demand 
increases.

More than 80% of  our 
water supply comes from these 
aquifers. The main source of  
water supply for Charlotte, 

Sarasota and Lee counties 
comes from the intermediate 
aquifer system, comprised of  
permeable layers of  sand, shell 
and limestone separated by 
clay confi ning units, according 
to the Florida Department of  
Environmental Protection.

In April, our aquifers were 
a little lower, in the 59th per-
centile the week of  April 30, 
despite seeing a higher than 
average amount of  rain at 3.99 
inches. Historically, the region 
sees on average 2.45 inches of  
rain in April.
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PORT CHARLOTTE — Sarge, 
a 6-year-old, large, mixed-breed 
dog has been at the Animal 
Welfare League of  Charlotte 
County since May 8.

However, his $160 adoption 
fee was waived on National 
Rescue Dog Day to give him a 
better chance of  being adopted.

Roger’s Rescue was a pro-
gram created May 20, National 
Rescue Dog Day, in which 
Charlotte County Clerk of  
Court Roger Eaton will sponsor 
the adoption fee for a lucky 

animal each month.
The adoption fee was waived 

personally by Eaton, and not 
with county funds, so Sarge 
could go to a loving family.

“I just want him to be loved 
and have a nice yard where he 
can lay in the sun,” said Animal 
Welfare League of  Charlotte 
County director Karen Slomba.

“He looked like he had a 
great soul. He was very friendly 
and came right to me,” Eaton 
said. “I was almost ready to 
take him home.”

The Clerk of  Court usually 
does events with the shelter for 
National Pet Month, which is 
April, but with the pandemic, 
a lot of  these events got put on 
hold.

“Then I realized it was 
National Rescue Dog Day,” he 
said, calling up the shelter to 
brainstorm ideas.

“These dogs need a home,” 

Eaton said. “With what’s going 
on in the world, it’s a great way 
to bring happiness.”

Sarge was adopted a week 
ago by a Punta Gorda woman, 
according to Slomba. And, yes, 
Sarge now has a yard.

The Animal Welfare League 
of  Charlotte County is current-
ly operating by appointment 
only and is encouraging virtual 
appointments if  possible. The 
shelter is not letting anyone 
walk through to look at animals 
at this time.

People who are considering 
adoption should go to the shel-
ter’s website, www.AWLShelter.
org, to fi nd the pet they would 
like to meet, and then call the 
shelter at 941-625-6720 to make 
the appointment.
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PHOTO FROM FACEBOOK

From left to right: Criminal Courts Director Stacey Mininsohn, 
Charlotte County Clerk of Court Roger Eaton and Animal 
Welfare League Director Karen Slomba with Sarge, the fi rst of 
Roger’s Rescues whose adoption fee was waived.

By ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH
ENGLEWOOD COMMUNITY 

EDITOR

COVID-19 hasn’t 
stopped kindness 
from local businesses, 
nonprofi ts and others. 
Here’s some good news 
from around the area.

CELEBRATING FRASER’S 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Proud Englewood 
mom Sue Johnson last 
week gave a shout-out of  
thanks to the Englewood 
community for making 
her son Fraser, a Lemon 
Bay High School grad, 
extremely happy.

Fraser has Asperger’s 
syndrome.

“He has come such a 
long way to get where 
he is now,” Johnson said 
on social media. “(He’s 
had) many struggles 
and hurdles, so just 
watching his joy for life 
fi lls my heart. We have 
had such wonderful 
support from the school, 

friends, teachers, our 
church (Englewood United 
Methodist Church), we are 
blessed, and his intention 
is to show others with 
a disability that with 
determination, anything 
is possible.”

After learning he met 
the requirements for 
graduation, he spent 
three days in front of  his 
house dancing, singing 
and celebrating.

“The people of  
Englewood drove past, 
honking, cheering, and 
congratulating him,” 
Johnson wrote on social 
media. “Some of  our 
neighbors, who we didn’t 
even know, arranged a 
golf  cart parade for him. 
Wow, people’s generosity 
and kind hearts shone 
out. I will be forever 
grateful to this wonderful 
community. I would also 
like to say a huge ‘Thank 
you’ to the amazing 
staff  at Lemon Bay High 
School for supporting 
Fraser the past 4 years. 

He was so proud of  
graduating from such a 
wonderful establishment. 
After he had his pictures 
taken at school, he wore 
his cap and gown around 
Publix.”

CITIZENS SAVED THE 
LEGION

On Memorial Day, 
hundreds of  vehicles 
waited for a curbside 
lunch at the American 
Legion Post 254 in North 
Port. They bought boxed 
lunches and donated. 
With the help of  North 
Port, Englewood, Port 
Charlotte and Venice 
residents, the legion 
raised $6,602 not 
including the $2,000 
donated in supplies 
needed for the lunches, 
according to organizer 
Justin Willis.

“On behalf  of  the 
offi  cers and Members of  
American Legion Post 
254, I wish to express 
our deep gratitude for 
the love and support 

shown to the post at 
the Memorial Day 
fundraiser,” said Samuel 
Talyor, commander. “We 
have always strived to 
be an active member of  
the community but have 
never really known how 
the community felt about 
us. You have made it very 
clear that we are one of  
you, a family member. 

Your donations of  food 
and money to cover the 
costs of  the fundraiser 
was phenomenal and 
humbling.”

Taylor said the money 
raised will be used 
primarily to cover the 
costs of  re-opening the 
post in June.

“In this case, a 
donation will be made 

to Project 22, a vet relief  
program to reduce 
veteran suicide,” he said. 

Email: elaine.allen@
yoursun.com
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Ricardo Gauthier, Au.D
Doctor of Audiology

941.505.0400

The Best of Charlotte 
for the Past 10 Years!

We offer a complete range of 
audiology services for our clients 
including the following:
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We participate in most insurance programs

100 Madrid Blvd Suite 214 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950

www.harboraudiology.net

Ricardo Gauthier, Au.D
Doctor of Audiology

We participate in most insurance programs
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We Deliver. 
You Ring, 
We Bring!

Stone Starting @ $49.99/yd

No Subcontractors | FREE ESTIMATES

ustomized
urbing & Discount Rocks

941-623-6192
7501 Sawyer Circle | Port Charlotte

We sell & Install:
• Curbing      

• Plants         
• Pavers

• Decorative Stone             

• Full Landscaping
• Professional Landscape 

Renovations
  *paver installation not available in Charlotte County  
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PUNTA GORDA
208 W. Marion Ave.

(941) 639-7047

Valid now through May 31, 2020

Your next $25 
in-store purchase 
on regular priced 
items

*Valid for Ace Rewards members at participating locations. Limit 1 per customer. 
One-time use. Not valid on acehardware.com or on sale, discounted, clearance priced 

merchandise or in allocated across all qualifying items. Any purchase minimum is 
calculated before applying Reward redemption and beore tax. Additional exclusions may 

apply. See store for details. Not valid on Weber products or with any other coupons/offers.
Offer good at Punta Gorda location

Open Mon-Sat 9-5 & Sun 10-2
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We love 
you Papa!

We might not have your 
genes, but you chose to 
love us as your own, and 
for that you are forever 
our hero. 

Love
Avery & Sweet Pea

Father’s day is Sunday, June 21, 2020
Share what makes your DAD so special.

Reserve your tribute by June 16 • Call 941-206-1212 or email calendar@yoursun.com 

SUN Newspapers will help our readers honor 
all fathers, husbands, grandfathers, new dads, 

and even doggy daddies! 

ONLY $25
Includes a color photo and

 message of 40 words or less
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